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fTko niw National E*a <W not bold r#>f>|or»i»iHe 11

I r view« GxpreMvd l»y GorrespoadentA. Well written and h

j tutGreeling communication* will be Kindly received.] rr

ei

Tliaddtu* Steven*. h
H

BV Y.. H. WHIT*, WAHHIKOTON, D. C. n,

We are not eo presumption?, Mr. Editor, m ^
U> attempt with onr inexperienced pen to write
a eulogy on him whose death movod every

* lover of liberty to tears, for the universal sense
^

of bereavement is the only fitting eulogy of the
virtues and abilities whose departure it mourns.
To account f'»r the influence he exerted dur- **

ing life, and to set forih the reasons why we,
as a nation, cherish for him such an inereas- a1

ingly precious memory, will be onr more modest
pnrpose. .

x It is generally supposed that sinoe the death 1,1

of our martyr Lincoln, the nation has not been m

called upon to lament so great a public Iosp. 8''
A innlc cinieinent of those rich dualities o' es

heart ami mind which so endeared bim to us

all is therefore l>etter than all panegyric. to

TbadJeus Stevens was, in the true eense of ^

the word, of noble birth. He was sprung from P(

that pood race of men in which philanthropy 'e

seems to be an hereditary as intelligence; and
to which the fine cumulative results of the 4

strupples and triumphs of truth and right have hr

been transmitted as a spiritual inheritance.
Born in Panville, Vermont, on April 4th, 1792, ca

in a community where poverty was the rule
and wealth the exception, this distinguished t,c

statesman began his eventful life in the cradle 8U

of obscurity. Of bis father but little is known, 8e|
gave that he enlisted in the war of 1812, w'

and fell in the service of his country. t®1'

Ilia mother, a woman of New Kngland indue- ,ie

try, frugality, and piety, early discovered in
her crippled boy the germ of uncommon talents,coupled with a noMe ambition. Fully J
sympathising with bis desire for knowledge,
through sclf-sacrifice, she largely aided him in nt

procuring a collegiate education. Though of a<

acute diecernment in then >re p--' a' rela 801

tions of life, he was not a bright t-- ho! r in the '

sense of having that superficial perception and Pu

ready memory by which lessons are quickly ,r
lerftned ; but his mind was of that turn which. tl°

through the mental labor put forth, acquired
not only knowledge of facts, but discipline and '*n
real force of character.
Having graduated from Dartinonth College as

in 1814, he began the study of the law under m>

Judge Mattocks; but shortly after, resolving to 00

throw himself wholly upon his own resources, ^
he left bis native State and settled in Peonsyl- ^(
vania. A situation in an Academy at York re'

being tendered him he accepted it, meanwhile ce:

vigorously prosecuting his professional studies. Pu
After the most thorough preparation he went ^ol
to Belair, Maryland, and was there examined
and admitted to the bar in 1816. Returning cri

to Pennsylvania, he opened a law office at Gettysburg,and soon bopame possessor of an ex- ln1

tensive practice in that and adjoining counties. 8ei

Here he continued enjoying the enviable reputationof leader of the bar for sixteen years.
8el

There are some prodigies of legal learning and Co

skill who, in their eagerness to master the
law, have been mastered by it. Their human m|
nature seems to have been utterly absorbed by W1

their legal nature ; but the originality, fresh- cl

ness, elasticity, and independence of Stevens' to

mind, never allowing the professional man to
overshadow the real, increased with the increaseof bis knowledge and experience. It
was his rule to alwuvs carefully prepare a case er

before he tred it. His professional friends and l8t

associates say that he was quick to perceive a ca

point, and tenacious to hold it; that be made &''
his argument with " courage, perseverance. 86

spirit, and a dash of old-fashioned, bat manly, t0_
temper." J1

Free from from envy, jealousy, oovetousness,
and that long train of vices of the disposition
which isolate many great men frtwu their fel- ve

lows, his sympathies were unobstructed in

their natural outlet. Though remarkably con-
a'

siderate and forbearing when opposed by the ^

young and diffident, he stood upon the floor of '

the court-room unequaled for the grim jest, the
haughty sneer, the pointed sarcasm, or fierce
invective launched at those who challenged him '

with snch weapons. In private life no society ^was more sought than his. His great human ^sympathy, his fine conversational powers, his
brilliant repartee, his fund of anecdote, and CJ

learned comments upon the times, made hira n<

the very idel of his companions. When he
mat the poor, ignorant, and unfortunate, his r£

countenance, like that of the good father of c<

Solomon's bouse in Baeou's " New Atlantis," 0

" was as the countenance of one who pitiea
. . . , . rn

men. ne was a man 01 nonor ana veracity.
Ilia word was sacred in letter and spirit. His
charity, like his political convictions, regarded
neither race, erecd, nor color. Few men wero

°(

connected with so many unpopular measures
as he. While he freely gave himself to every
cause which contemplated the relief of tLe
poor, the reform of the criminal, and the miti- W

gation of the ills of the oppressed, be escaped ^the narrowing iiitlueiice which comniooly result
^from exclusive devotion to nnv r. rtienlar one;*

||whilst his robustness of hi >ral In.a ved
. (»jhim from all scntimentalirv. sancl'ic niousnews,and cant. Though nppo.-it n una calnmnycoold not embitter his apiri'. ho bad a

anpremeoontempt for that moral sen-imcntality "

which is content to fondle its benevolent fee":- W

ings, and shrink from the rough fight, which
the feelings were given to sustain. While he
boasted not that " Pharisaic holiness," which "

teaches its ushers to motion ull black skins "
to back seats or gallery, he must be num- n

bered among those wLoin the p'»et described
^when he wrote.

i"Abon Ben Adhem.may his tribe increase.
Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace, c
And saw within the moonlight in his room, h
Making it rich, and, like a lillv, bloom, jAn angel, writing in a book of gold,

Exceeding peace, had made lieu Adhcra bold ; e
And to the piesence in the room he said,'What writ est thou?' The vision raised its I
head, (And, with a look made of all sweet accord, |Answered, ' the names of those who love the \Lord^And is mine one?' said Abon. ' Nay, I
not so,' ^Rcptuu the angel. Abon spoke inoro low,But cheerly still, and said. ' 1 pray thee, then, r\Write me as one that loves his fellowmen.' (The angel wrote and vanished. The next nightIt came again with a great wakening tight, jAnd show'd the names whom I "of God had |bless'd.

And, lo! Ben Adhem's nauio led all thereat."
lleconcelei but little regard to mere taste, t

the frippery of dress, luxury, sentiment, and t
the whom chapter of exquigitimn, but always <

responded with hcartiuess to the vivid quali- «
ties of the heart and mind. i

Mr. Stevens' dtbut in politics wan made i
828, and, in passing from the lawyer to tl:
tatesman, we find no break in the integrity I

lie man. The theory of his ideal republi
warded home and culture to every indu
rious citizen. With these, human slavery
icompatiblc. To that system, consequent!]
e was a relentless foe. Ilin-.self a loadei
ten, policies, and parties never impeded tli
nergy with which he always sought to realiz
is ideal. A bold thinker, and still lio'dc
I'lnr hp lutii nn epmnatkf f/\n fh/tun n-hn lin

o higher idea of the noble profession of po
lies than to obtain success at every huzarc
00 frequently the generous impulses of yout
ivo place with the advance of age to thti
issil induration called conservatism. Hu
irtune did not permit that dry rot of the sou

dishonor Thaddeus Stevens. lie wns electei
represent Adams county, Pennsylvania, it

le popular branoh of the Legislature in 183.1
id served therein, without interruption, nnti
140, leading fcis party in that lnidy, if not it
le State. During this period he originate!
id championed through to their pnssagi
any measures of improvement, but especially
penalized himself by one grand effort whicl
tablished once for all in Pennsylvania lha
is the duty of the State to provide facilitiei
r the education of its youth, llimsclf thi
lild of poverty, he plead the causo of tin
lor, and, by the force of his reasoning, intel
ct, and eloquence, broke down tho harrieri
icked up by ignorance and caste, and earnei

name as enduring as the grateful rcmcm

ance of her citizens.
In 1837, being a member of the Conventior
lied to revise the Constitution of his State
was again called noon to combat the injus

!0 of man to man. The cause of universa
ffrnge was then an unpopular one, and then
emed little prospect of its ever being other
se. The slave power had long seen that il
e voice of the black man at the South could
heard in the North, their hold upon humar

attels would be broken. With their usua

gacity they had indnced Northern politicians
flattery and bribes, to enter their service

lose harpies had created a public sentiment
tbe north, which assigned the black man tc
jondition eomething between man and brute
onetimes the one, sometimes the other. Mar
an element of political power, man for the
rposcs of accountability and punishment
ute for all things else. When this (Jonven
m sat, this sentiment was at its height, and
at body was largely made up of these hire
igs of the South. True to their vassalage
ey substantiated their servility, by silencing,
they believed, forever the voice of the black
in in the councils of the State. Most strcnuslydid Mr. Stevens and those who felt with
m protest against this infamous wrong,
it, in vain, Southern gold triumphed ovci
won and justice. The State where Penn, s

ntnry and a half before, had established tlx
rest self-government the world had ever bo
re seen; now stripped of her virtue, became
9 advocate of doctrines, at whose beinout
ime and outrage hel* herself must blush.
lough this became the organic law, it wen!
to the archives of tbe State with one vacant
il. Tbaddeus Stevens never signed it.
Omitting the recital of his many valuable
rvices duriug the intervening years, let nt

me directly to the assembling of Congress in
59. It was a period of great political excite
:nt. The struggle had already begun, whirl
thin two years developed into a gigantie
ril war. The times were of such nature ai

demand the counsel of tbe ablest men.
The almost daily conflicts between Lovcjoy
irwin, and Stevens, on the one side, unc

irksdale, Branch, and Ilindman, on the oth
; but shaped tbe course and settled thi
iues of the coming years of bloodshed am

mage. In the language of these men wi

ready had glimpses of desolated homes, o

reaming women, starving children, cities
wns, and hamlets, laid waste, and all tha
ves life its charm perverted.foreshadowing
it too frightfully realized.
Though equipped in completest panoply St«
ins' generons nature would not permit him t
rike the first blow. He rather labored wit
1 the earnestness of his nature to avert il
ftcr the inaaguratiou of Mr. Lioooln in 186(!
ingress separated, anxious, yet hopeful
rinter came ; but all was changed. A millio
armed men were set in hostile array, and tli

re of the nation hung upon the issue of battle;
As a member of the Committee of Ways an

eans, he was charged with the examinatio:
all matters of fiuance, both of revenue am

cpenditure. The expense of the Government
jver less than two millions per day, some
mes three, made a demand upon the publi
(sources far beyond anything we had ever cor
tived. In addition to this, interference by sever:!
r the leading European powers seemed imm
ent; the skill and ability of both our civil an

ilitary leaders seemed questioned ; the earl
scisionsof the field were unpropitious; here an
lere were timid and faithless men, ready to strik
>lorsatthefirstsign of irresolution ; yet neithr
pon the floor nor in the committee room di
is courage ever falter or his purpose grow it
rrn. On the contrary, his energies increase
ith every new emergency, and his spiril
irene and self centred, rode " buoyant on th
nod." No one was more impassioned tha
0 ; yet no one stood more firm and calm
stening attentively, analyzing carefully, d<
ding judiciously, unmoved by all thegeneroB
es of unreason. He was all alive, soul an

ody, heart and brain, and, being all alive, hi
itellect showed its clearness and command a

ell as his sensibility its fire and impnlsi
There is nothing," we are told, " more terr
le than activity without insight;" but th
irest quality of comprehensive statesmanshii
\e readiness to assume responsibility, seeint
ativn to his intepid mind.
While events wore shaping themselves an

tie public judgment was ballled by the novelt
f the situation, weakness, dou ht, or unstahlenc:
in his part would have been disastrous, miy)
ave been fatal. Never did the Ship of Stal
norc need such wisdom, firmness, forecast, an

nergy at the helm.
hach petty hand

?an steer a ship becalmed ; but he that will
lovern and carry her to her euds, must know
lis tides, his currents ; how to shift his sails:
Vhat she will bearin foul, whatin fair, weathenVhat her spinugs are, her leaks, and how t

stop them;
Vhat strands, what shelves, what rocks dol

threaten her;
Phe forces and the nature of all winds,
lusts, storms, and nunpests ; when her kc

ploughs hell
Vnd deck knocks heaven ; then to manage he
lecomes the name and office of a pilot."
And Thaddeus Stevens proved himself to 1

mch a pilot. Thirty years active particip
ion in the anti slavery movement in th
;ountry, had taoght him the philosophy of tl
ilave system ; and foreseeing the purposes
ts champions, the slave holders' rcbellic

ii could not take him by surprise. At the toe

ie sin's first toll he was prepared to grapple w'tl
jf treason and traitors in arms lie cave no at

ic tention to the cant of ' pi are covftrmce vi

n- tomprutrn'tte." But from the moment the se

is cession of South Caroline, the seizure of tlx

1, property of the nation, and the insult to nui

r, flag flashed ever onr wires, his voioe was foi
e war and its vigorous prosecution on war prin
;e cipdes. The hrave old patriot would hav<
ir armed a million of men and marched amid tin
,1 clash of steel and roar of artillery from tb«

Potomac to the Gulf. Mr. Stevens saw from
I the first that the war must destroy slavery, and
Ii nrged the Administration to the immediate

emancipation of every slave. Closely follow
t ing the emancipation came the question ol

) aruiing men of color. Ever true to the die
j tates of wisdom, he fell to and lashed his tardy
n compeers up to the du'y of self pre servation.

When the final blow was struck, and the clash
i arms had ceased, then came the dangerous
, question of universal amnesty, promulgated
j from the highest places, preached from pnl,pits, rrcofiimendcd in Cabinet, advocated by
j, powerful journals; all.thc dear bought trophies
, of a hundred battle fields must have been igno-

, terference.
f But the reaorJ of that heroic activity is too

long for further recital. In him has a great man
fallen indeed, another uncompromising hero of

, the party which has wiped out the foulest stain
j that ever disgrnced a nation. Morris, Lewis,

and Giddings lie entombed in Ohio; David
Witmot and James Mott in Pennsylvania;

( Elijah and Owen Lovejoy in Illinois Adams
and Pierpont in Massachusetts William Leg
gett in New York ; Nathaniel P. lingers by
his native Mcrrimac ; Gamaliel Bailey sleeps

, under the soil of the National Capital, while
the soul of the immaculate John Brown still

p marches on with Lincoln and the snow-white
three hundred thousand of our fallen, whose
lives were as unsellish and heroic.
Thaddcus Stevens is gone, but we cannot

forget hitn. Let the monument be raised to
'

perpetuate his memory ; let nil be done that
^ brass and marble and painted canvass can do

to cherish his great name. It was in the
height of his reputation and the maturity of
his mental powers, with conspicuous abilities
seemingly destined for tho loftiest place, and
with that noble ambition which is born of
tested capacity for great affairs, that his life of
usefulness, of duty, and of glory was gently
arrested. Asleep, hut still alive ! thou whose
life was so potent and tulismanic in the furtheranceof philanthropy, those who didst glow
with the affections, and wert wise with the
thoughts which take hold 011 eternal life, we
cannot associate thee with the name of death.
Though the grave has closed over thy mortal
frame, there still remains to us what the grave

^
could not enclose, what cruel death could not

, disintegrate.rue unperisnamc suds: mice 01

thy firm knit character that continues to thee

, and to us a possession forever !

1 Letter from HliK«ii»Ni}»|>i.

t Vicksburo, Miss, Jan. 5, 1872.
To the Editor of the.New National Era :

A few leisure moments to-night, after a hard
, day's work with the lawyers, give me an op
, portunity of dropping you a line or two con

eeming affairs in this State.
Our Legislature met on Tuesday last, and,

after a little wire-working nmong the knowing
, ones, effected a permanent organization, and is

, already at work. Senator Bennett, of Rankin
eonnfy, was elected President of the Senate,
and is, therefore. Lieutenant Governor tx

I officio, as ox-Lieutenant Governor Powers is
.
now Governor of the State.Alcorn having

5 taken his seat in the Senate, lie is a good
j Republican, and will render good service to

t the State and to the party. Rut the crowning
f and most glorious act of the Mouse of Representativeswas the election of Hon. John R.
t Lynch, Representative from Adatns county, as

s Speaker! Mr. Lynch was born a slave, never

had any advantages of an educat' m in his
i_ younger days, and, of course, he is .»thorough
o Republican, and deeply interested in the wel
h fare of his race. He was appointed justice ol

»..no 1.., A ..iaq lsfixr... ii,<
> *" "f"J ............ ....... ....

city of Natchez, took a prominent part in the
I. constitutional convention of this State, was s

n member of the last Legislature, and was, or

e yesterday, with almost unanimous consent ol
j. the Republicans of the Legislature, chosen
d Speaker of the House. We nre all proud ol
n it, and glory in his success. Ho has recently
d commenced the practice of law, and we predict
tf for him a bright future, lie is the Ihinn o

our State.
c We expect to have a large mass meeting ot

Tuesday night next to scud a petition to Con
j gress praying for the passage of Mr. Sumner'i
j. supplementary civil rights bill. We wish t(
(J gee it among the laws of the land ; and do no

j think it right that one class of the citizens o

d the South, who were guility of treason, shouh
e be fully pardoned, while another class, whe
>i> were always loyal to their country, should bt
d laboring under a system of oppression, whitl

is a disgrace to any country professing civili
j zation. 1'ut the two bills through together

and all of tin will nay awn to all tnnrrauringi
e frout rebels who are groaning under their dis
n franchisement, and to ull complaints froiu tin
. colored people on account of the inlimnui

y treatment meted out to thein by the inastcn
of public carriers, kc.

^ I see that Senator Alcorn is opposed to thi
g two bills going through together. lie spokt
H knowingly when he said there is no distinctioi
, on public carriers iu this Stato. The law ul

lows none ; but 1 am sorry to say that thi
e most of our poople draw the line themselves
t

If you watch some of our leading men.mei
j who have held, and who now hold, high posi

tions in our Government.when they go iuti
, the cars, you will sou that thev invariably

into those provided for "Jim Crow." 1
makes iue blush when I see it, especially whei

^ the laws of the State confirm their right t<
travel in any car they please. Neither do tin

j laws of the State prevent colored children fron
attending white free schools, nor vice vena, hu
there are separate schools in aim >st every count;
in the State. But, while such is the case in thi
State, we are subject to most outrageous am
inhuman treatment by the captains and ngcut

'» of steamboats on the river; and it is oil ac
°

count of this, and similar treatment of on

:h people in other States, that we wish to unit
with thousands of our brothers in other part

ej of the country in petitioning Congress to giv
ua relief. The accommodations for colorci

r persons on the river boats arc insufferable
While they arc superior for white pasaeugcrr

he those for the colored passengers are familiar);
a- known down here as up in the " Bureau" (
lis stigma, we believe, on the Freedmen's Bureau
he and "Texas." On some of the boats they ar
of stabled off into stalls.called by the captain
>n state-rooms for the colored people.while 01

others they are in the shay* of shelves, with
i an old creasy straw bed, all in one large apartment,w.thout curtains or any other enclosnre
r for ladies! And, as a general thing, our table

is set in the kitchen or in the pantry, where
J ntir ears ring with the rattling sound of a htm-
r dred dishes in a tub of greasy water; and this
r is done, too, after charging us the same fare

that first-class white passengers pay. Our
State laws uo not reach these boats, which

' come here from St. Lou's, Cincinnati, New
Orleans, and other places, and we pray for n

law which will reach them. lion. F. IV
Wade, member of the legislature frotn Tazoo
county, now has a case in the United States
courts against a company which has a boat
plying betweon Yazoo City and this city, and
the probabilities arc that he will recover

damages.
Our new ly elected officers, who11fell against''

their positions by the voice of the people at
our recent election, have all heon sworn in,
and are now busy straightening np matters so
as to ^et things to suit theui. These colored
men are now in the court-house.T. W. Cardoso,as Clerk of the Circuit Court, a very
intricate and laborious office; Q. W. Davenport,as Clerk of the Chancery Court, a handsomelypaying office ; an«b (V H. Smith, as

Deputy Sheriff, a very responsible position.
Pardon me, there are four.Peter Crosby, as

County Treasurer, a position which pays well
by paying money ont.
And now, as the night is growing old,

and my pair of little boys are securely in the
arms of morpheas, I must say to you, as they
said to me long before I commenced this
letter, bona nox. Civis.

Letter from Washington.

Washington, D. C., Jan. 12th, 1872.
To the Editor of the New National Era :

Whenovcr a great moral work is to be done
history furnishes us with the evidence, that a

great man has been raised up to accomplish it.
More than a score of vears nvn the West India

. I
Islands wore degraded by the barbarous and jinhuman institution of slavery. The cries of ,
mothers and fathers were wafted across the
occnti until they reached the shores of Great (
Britain, and sympathy was awakened in the
breast of the immortal Wilberforce; who, by ,
the assistance he received from Clurkson, in- ,
troduced a bill in the House of Commons to
abolish the iniquitous system of slavery ; which
he said was no less injurious to the moral con-
dition of the people of England than it was to
the physical well-being of the African race.

Through this bill the emancipation of the negrowas accomplished at a cost of twenty millionsof dollars as compensation to the slave-
holders. It is true, this was but a bartering of
human flesh and blood ; yet it was preferable
to the shedding of blood. This was after all
but a temporary enfranchisement. A system
of apprenticeship was introduced, and although
men were not bought and sold, yet they were
so abused by a persistent denial of their franchisethat thoy could no longer endure this
semi-system of slavery ; and believing " that
lie who would be free (absolutely free) must
first strike the blow himself." Samuel Jackson
Preseod, a negro, fought tho cause of his race

manfully, by day and by night, disregarding
offices, scorning to be appeased by rattles, and
satisfied with swaddling clothes, until the negro
in the West Indies should be free in word and
deed, subjected to no distinction by reason of
race, color, or past conditiou of servitude.
s!.....,ol l,.,.Lonn l>,au.n.l .llo.l l..,t .. r,.,.- mnntko

ago, Assistant Judge of the Court of Appeals,
the peer of his associates, aud the respected,
nay esteemed, of till men.
Just so in 4his country, if not so now it will

be so in it very short time. To day is of great
import in the history of the negro in the
American States. Ilis inalienable rights are

denied him, nnd no greater glory can the Forty1second Congress of America illumine her stars
with thun the passage of the bill of Senator
Sumner, securing the just rights and privileges
of the negro equal with all other men. This
must forever stand forth in the history of our

Republic as the immortal feature of the hu
mnnitarian principle.love of justieo.which all
who advocate this bill possess.

Hut more than all this it is due tho Itcpubiiican party that they he true to their principles,
r What tho Supplementary Dill of Civil Rights

asks for is construed by many in many ways,
f The Governor of Clio District of Columbia says,

" it is the logical result of previous legislation."
liCt me say to the Govornor, it is more than all

f this, it is right growing out of justice and the
teachings of our moral nature. It is much to

> be regretted that our Governor and our Delegate,whom we sent to Congress by the com-
* hincd vote of tho negro and tbe white man,
> were both absent at our Mass Mooting held on

' Friday last. And just here let me say, is the
I the negro's vote fully appreciated by tho Re
I publican party ? If to-morrow the election of
> any Uepublioan depends upon the casting vote
) of a negro, is not the negro vote then of all
i value ? J ust so, in the coining election of 1872,

will not his vote swell that of tho white ltepub,
lican ? Will his vote not tend to roll up a

' handsome majority for (irant? Is he thon a

mere cumbersome article, or is he an indispen!sable part of the great whole? " Take heed he
i that thinketh he etandeth lest ye full.'' It. is
s vain to expect to reap where you have not

sown. The Republican party has done too
i much good to har.ard itself by exercising, or

} giving cognizance of the exercise of prejudice
1 against the negro in any shape or manner. Wc

hear splendid speeches at our meetings by some

2 of our Republican friends. They say, with
. eloquence and vehemence, they indorso the
i equality of the negro with all men. They

quote beautiful passages of scripture as their
> guide boards. Rut wc fail to see the practice.
J Prof. Lungston claims, as moral right, and
t therefore us legal right, to associate with man,
i woman, or child, of all colors, so long as he is
u their peer. 1 say this matter will right itself.
» I uiu yet to see tho day when talent did not
i gravitate towards talent when brought close
t enough. It cannot be dictated. In instance,
F the Rev. J. W. Uur.tnt graduated a short time
s ago from tbe Spencer Hall Institute, 1'hiladcl1pliia, with great honors. He was known as a

K i nti.l Q..|..,1nr of rnrn 11...tin,. Thin

gentleman, on several occasions, took tea with
r Jlev. l>r. Howe and his family, and said he exepericnced no inconvenience. When all men are
s justly appreciative of talent, and not until then,
e can we expect indiscriminate association. The
(1 Professor is generally regarded (myself like!wise) as ultra radical, and few would attempt
i, to question the soundness of his policy ; but I
<f make bold to ask, can the poor whites of the
a South, by intercourse with thera, in any rnan)ner relievo the Professor of the inconvenience
o and insufficiency which he says a distinct negro
s system of education subjects him to, and bow ?
n 1 plead the privilege to a common school sye)

tem of education for all classes upor. a stronger
basis tlian inconvenience. It is proscription,
which is something more than inconvenience.
Give us our rights for right sake. nn«l not he
cause of any soecial advantage which we may
derive by association. I cannot agree with the
Professor that the association of the negro with
the white class is refining prr sc. In many in*
stances the Protessor would be rny preferable
companion.

Mr. Editor, you wili pardon me for this hasty
letter. After a day of monotonous labor at n

clerk's desk, one is unfit to write such a letter
as should apf ear in your valuable columns.

Yours truly, It. A. S.

letter from Texas,

Crksswei.i., Texas, January 1, 1*72. t
To the Editor <f the Xew Xattonal Era : ,,
Since the publication of my communication 1

of November 29th, 1871, in your paper of the
14th of December, 1 have received several let- p
tcrs, asking for more definite information about c
the free Rehonl nc<trin in 'IVrns f t»nve e,,n.

eluded to answer all, through the medium of |,
your paper, with jour consent. p
In 1871, the Legislature of the Slate passed a r,

school law to educate all the children in the State, g
between the ages of six and eighteen free. The d
;onstitution requires that one-fourth of the n
State taxes shall be set apart for free schools, ti
I'he $5,000,000 5 per cent, bonds of the United ti
States, which were sold by the rebel Lcgisla- t,]
:ure and squandered in the war against the tl
Jovernment, having been recovered by Gov- ti
;rnnr Davis, the public domain of the State, t;
ind a large debt due from the Central and A
ither railroads, have all been appropriated to Ii
he public school fund, together with sonic ^
flOO.OOO in gold of school money saved from
;he wreck of the school law which was in force tl
n this State before the war, will bnild up in
:hc State a mammoth school fund, which will
>qnal that of any other State in the Union,
in addition to this, a special tax of 1 per cent,
is levied for the purpose of building free schoollouses.There is also levied, for the same purpose,a poll tax of $1 upon all tnnles over the
ige of 21 years.
The salaries paid teachers range from $.15

to $115, so that the most usual salary is $75
per month. The $15 is for places where the a

scholastic population is too sparse for a full sal- 0

iry. Twenty scholars are the minimum, and w

thirty-five the maximum for one teacher. For
less than twenty, the State pays $1.50 per

1

scholar. The qualifications requisite grade a

from mere spelling, reading, and writing to fl

the higher branches.
The law makes no distinction on account of 1

race, color, Ac., but permits tho local school 11

directors to make such regulations ns will he fo ''

Ihe common interest, and the directors leave it v

to the choice of the inhabitants of each school ^

district, and so far, both white and colored ^

prefer separate schools. All have an ei;ual *

share in the school fund.
Until the school-houses arc built others may

be leased, and schools arc going into operation
as fast as teachers can be obtained. The State
is almost destitute of teachers for colored children,and five hundred can get immediate employmentin the State. Being President of
the Board of School Directors for this (llous
ton) county, 1 am sure there is a demand for
nt least twenty in this county now. Old Houstonhas given a loyal majority at every election
since tho rebellion, and always will. She
elected Union men to the Legislature several
times during tho rebellion ; and during Johnson'sadministration, with only the white vote,
she gave a majority of six for an original and
well defined Union man.

The result of the late elections in the North,
the certainty of Grant's re-election, his summarydealings with the Ku Klux in North and
South Carolina, the demoralization of the Do
mocratic party, considered in a national point
of view, and the six shooter State guard and
police laws of the State, the firm execution of
these laws by Governor Davis, (four thousand
bad men having been arrested aud punished,
and five thousand having fled the State, and
the rest being made to behave.) has given
almost entire repose to society, for Mr. Rob '

has learned that the Republican party is a

stern reulity, and is beginning to deport himselfaccordingly.
I have the honor to be the President of the

National Civil Rights Association for this f

county, and its objects will be carried out to
the letter and spirit. 1 am a clergyman of
C'astwright warp and Brownlow filling, with a

sheepskin from Bishop Simpson. 1 discourse
to the colored people, and run a Sunday
school composed of colored children. 1 am a

nativo of Alabama, and a refugee North dor
ing the reign of Jeff. Davis.
Allow uie to close with the Macedonian cry,

"Come over and help us."
Wx. V. Tosstai.i..

Equal RiglilH.

Binuiiamton, N. Y., Jan. 8th, 1872.
To the Editor of the Sew Xational Era :

The colo-ed citizens of Binghamton met in
Zion church for the purpose of considering, and
also of signing, a petition, praying for the passageof the supplementary Civil Rights Bill.
The house was called to order by Rev. S. S.
Wales ; after which, S. S. Wales was chosen
Chairman, and Henry Bell Secretary. The
Chairman stated the object of the meeting, and
also read the heading to the petition.
Remarks were made suitable to the occasion

by H. C. Jones, Samuel More, and Mr. Harper.
The following preaiubles and resolution were

offered by S. S. Wales, ami unanimously
adopted:

Whereas it has been the misfortune of the
Aftican race to have sufiured under the galling
yoke of American slavery for- nearly two hundredand fifty years ; and notwithstanding the
suffering they endured from the hands of cruel
masters: and notwithstanding the luws of;
States acknowledging property in man, hun
dreds and thousands of the noble sons of Africa
have been bought and sold us cattle. The same
who were oppressed did, in the time of the
country's peril, rally to her assistance, there! y
returning good for evil and blessing for cursing

Whereas by an overruling Providence, the
day ut lust cuiue that u proclamation was issuedby Abraham Lincoln, (who altorwurds fell
as a martyr,) declaring all uieu free and equal
before the law; and

Hhereax we perceive that we are not yet in
possession of all those rights that have been so

dearly won by our siuew and blood ; therefore
Resolved, That it be the indispensable duty

of every colored citizen to continue to battle
by rallying to the ballot-box, and by urging
their cause in the Legislature and in the .Senate,until the colored man shall not only be
trfessed with equal rights before the law, but
that the bill that has been offered by the Hon.
Charles Sumner, known as the Supplementary
Civil Rights Rill, shall meet tho approbation of
the majority of the members of the Setiste and
House of Representatives.

After signing the petition by all the maljs
present, the meeting adjourned. i

* #? *

- - L; . . a

Lrilfr from lMillsittHpliia.

Piiif.ADFi.rHiA, January C>th, 1871?.
To tin Editor >f the .Veto Xationnl Era:

FiIfl wore a penny a-linerorconsul'ed my own

feelings, 1 should enter into an elaborate culo
cry of tlic Washingtonians, praising their hos- Wl

pitality, lauding their public spirit, and yet
aruenting " the way they have" of taking the '

ttrangcr in and "doing" for him till he would tn

ain go anywhere, take any vebiele provided he
each the train which is to convey him homevard.I should enter into particulars.speaking
>f pilgrimages by day and night, east, west, on'

inrth and south, during toy short sojourn in Pei
our city. llenteintranoes coine over me of
;enial bank presidents stern guardians of the p,
ilthy lucre, members of the District Legislattre,who certainly know how to keep a hotel,
nit iipo crnnemtlc tinn./ii.,ihinni)i.na ».,.K To

r j y ,M,M I'""
ic spirited professors, regimentsj>f students
bout to go birth to kill, sue, preach, and ,'lc
ibysic, legions of clerks, to say nothing of the
are worn editors, Iran and attenuated npothe- t0

aries, sleek well fed contractors, and urbane r<m

otel proprietors whose very greeting speaks ^i
eacc to troubled appetites and predicts sweet aw

epose. One or two general trnthe, however, 1 Sui
hall enunciate, lie who gocth to Washington, hai
oes so at his owu risk, and slfiffF find ranch j 1
rad. The strhnger shall surely lose the first s*a
rain by which he attemptcth to depart. It big
iketh longer to change horses in Washington Su
iian in any other place on the continent. If ®a

ion would'st escape unharmed, think of Cur- 1

s, and criticise not the public buildings. Imi- the
tte Thackeray with regard to the statues, hoi
Lddress no man by a loss title than "clerk."' fou
f thou art not blast on the subject of beauty* Mil
uellic forviosae will much delight and, per* he<
aps, enchain thee. Lucky wilt thou he if rec

lou escape untouched at their hands. of
lien Schiffer im Kleinen SchifTe
Ergreift e« mit wildem Weh, the
Er Schaut nicht die FelsenrifTe, joiEr Schaut mir heinauf in die Hola!

Ich glaube, die IVellen vcrschlingen m"
Am Eude noch Fischer und Kahn ; no*
L*nd das hat mit ihren Singe n jj;Die I.orelie gethan. ,

'

fui
Washingtonians arc, as far as known, truth- ^

il, but in case thou hast an engagement in me
nother city, seize thy valise, umbrella, and
vershoes. which thou hast judiciously brought
rith thee, and start for the train full half an

our in advance of the time they appoint.
'hese few maxims, axioms, or whatever they ftn(
re, in the strangers ear, and l'olonius asks no th
ee. Three tired strangers left Washington on t)0
Jew Year's night with the happiest recollec" a ,
ions of a pleasant week.two sought the
netropolis, one gained the city of brotherly yQ
ove.to iind vials of wrath waiting for his deotedhead, a disappointed audience thirsting ^r(
or his " bluid." lie arrived home in time to
icar of fairs during the Christmas week.of a |
parkling poem delivered at the Central Church .

>y ltev. Wm. H. Josephus, hitting at some of
ho follies of the woman's rights movement. t^(
['he Era may see it yet. We heard of an adIresson Education given at the same chnreb, ^
>y Miss F. M.Jackson, showing what it was> ^
vhat it was not, seme errors in our present syaem,their correctives, illustrated by quotations
'rom ancient and modern classic authorities. ^I'he fair of the St. Thomas' Episcopal church
was so successful that it was continued during en
,ho past week. On Thursday evening Mr. jJrcener read before them, The Christmas
]arol of Charles Pickens, and on Friday eve*

ling, there was a concert of the Sabbath School j ^children, and Miss Jackson delivered an address
in what might be called "The conservation of
>ur own talent." She spoke of the only lasting
ame.the literary part, of the necessity of cn:ouragingand fostering it. Our artists, poets,
n-ators, editors, and men of ability generally,
working on without the proper stimulus from T'<
.heir own race, often without a proper recogrti;ionof their ability came in for a share of her W
ittention, and she naively remarked that, if half in
if the good things which are poured upon cof- hii
ins, were whispered in our ears while we were f'v

ilive, one might be encouraged to do and at a'

tempt more. It would certainly brighten many M
i dark path. The illustrations from the classics *°
were pertinent, and did not savor of the
'shop.' tier manner in speaKing was aamiraale.withoutnotes, conversational, earnest,
ind fluent. She has all the attributes of a

successful speaker. If wo may judge from the ^

'requent "Aniens!" and other signs of approval, y*1
Miss Jackson's speech was the best hit of the
teason. She preached one of the most practicalsermons delivered in this city for some time.
Only another illustration that intellect is independentof sex. wi
While on the lecturing topic let me speak pt

also of some social lyitlcrings, where certain of ar

the musically inclined meet to sing and per- 0j
form on the piano. Rumor says that they are he
very ngreeablo ; common sense tells us they e*

are exceedingly rational. There are reports of ^
tableaux in connection with them, and farces w

and charades. A proper regard for my whia- in
kcrs keeps mo from giving you the names »h
of the promoters of this sensible and praise- m

..
cc

worthy movtinent. y
What ure the men doing? We are making p<

arrangements for a public meeting of the citi- wl
xons of the city and vicinity to be held on the
15th instant, to express their approval of SenatorSumner's bill. Some of the best speakers gC
are invited, and there is every prospect of such th
a meeting as will be worthy of the subject.
Mr. James W. Purnell, assistant cashier of our

1"

branah bank, leaves to-morrow night for your
city with a first installment of the petition ot

containing severul thousand names. If needed, tii
others are ready to come down and assist in "i
the work. We have not yet heard from our J*,'
petitious from the interior of the State. The
State Equal Eights League has the matter in er

charge. We shall hear soon, in all probability, wi

from Messrs. Ncshit, Furten, and Kustil.
One of the best things of the week was an

address, advocating the claims of Lincoln in
University, by Mr. Francis J. Gritnke, known pe
to many of your readers as one of our rising
poung inon. The address was quite elaborate,
rather too much elaboration, if I may venture tie
i criticism, but full of excellent observations, gi'
good reasoning, and pervaded throughout by a

fervent, relic ions spirit. Although I am op j.
posed to exclusive colored colleges, I could not p|,
help fueling, while I listened to the young man, wi
that Lincoln would have repaid all the money im

bestowed upon her, had she but given us two ^
such promising young men a* Mr. Griuike aud ^
bis equally gifted brother. tb
Our generous friend Stephen Smith, ex- pc

pressed himself pleased with the lecture to the
sxtent of fifty dollars. It was only the recol- jj"
lection of my bank account which prevented
me from following his example. Thank God, su

wealth does not canker all men's hearts, nor th

rust their sensibilities ! Generosity and riches c?
are not iinoompatiblc, and worth, if real and |){
meritorious, is sure of recognition. be

. -

IRATES OF ADVERTISING.
TRANSIENT ADvi.KTIglNG RATES

if insertion, par i mm «tlifcMfMHt iuBrtioB -M
r>«*» *p*c* nf IraItoee lurk i MlltvtMMilvrailnx N<in»re in this pHp*>r. 18!Uj q ioi Mm ihn irallieila ;.h- dtk«ntiofAlUIn*r«.

H111 aivarliaiMilMNciffl ilntlhii t^itflitol ral> M* VMOIMpalfi b| tl;« 09 HI". SAdtsfrtfUi«p|«Ipm *»? for a Us? tiin^ tbn (kiN tuctth>tbiHiUfupliwi rilra.

President Kendal,of Lincoln University, will 8with n.= tomorri.w. preachirir in theCentral Ilurch, lie will ho the irucst of Wb. Still. I
<q., vhoao m« book, bj the way, <.n "The fl
un^nnna lia.irontf, i-i now in prewsod III be issued soon. It promises to he ore of
e illustrations of the old proverb tint Iruth is stranger than fiction." It proves tho Etth of Frcdrika Bremer's returnk, that th !
c of the negro was the romance of modern 1itory. It wits more than the romance, it wa I
tragedy. The eoraedy of cqtrality still goes Iand the netora arr the eovere 1

vple. "Long live the King! 1
b r.o.

redcrli k Douglas* sum! lit*' supplemental)Civil Rights Hill.
the Editor of Iht .V it Xataaml Era:
Hearing so much ado about your letter n
latest issue, anil it- disfavor towards thpplernentaryHill of Civil Bights, I brga i
charge myself gravely with the fan!: ol
ding your paper cupt rfieially, and, to amend
s, I betook myself to u re reading of th

fulunpatriotic letter, of which it is said V .

mnor declares that its tcr dency i- 1o lo
rm to the bill.
[ fail to see the truth oi any such nitlnioi s

tements, and firmly ilisladiove that tho
;h-tonpd and impartial spirit of Senator
inner ever found utteranc e in sub rerks.
k'ou are undouhtedly correct in -aying that
present treatment which you receive n

tels, steamboats, ,Ve., is only laying the
indution for the practice of the Civil flightsII. This in nowise says that you arc satis1with the treatment you, as an individual,
leive, as a compensation for the treatment
the race of which you arc a part. Mor
t, how long is it since you have received
ise privileges which are now justly awarded
j in Chicago and elsewhere? Yon say but
short time. This proves that ti e publ e
id, fomented as it has been by prejudice, is
n subsiding under the influence of the Civil
ghts Bill, and its hemming a part of tho
idainentul law of tin land, and you are hut
first, hitherto kept at the bottom as scdint,who now rise to the top in coihiuol with

lers. Your paper has been teeming with
rocating sentiments in favor of the Civil
trhts Bill, both fW>m.1
ndents ; how, then, in the naiae of justice
i truth, can one be hold enough to n:'3ert
it you are not in favor of it. Such a
lief can only find place in the mind eitlu r of
nadman or one who is given up to it jure
neighbor. I trust you will continue in

ur travels to assert the dignity and intillinceof the negro iqnal with his white
other.
A short time ago, ;,t a public meeting, I
ard a great colored man of this country say
that onr nation had grown two great men,
nator Sumner and Frederick Douglass. 1
ought the speaker's addit'on was bad. 1
luld say three, and include the speaker,
ad these three great men have been, and 1
ist will continue to be, our pioneers, nay
r generals, in the great tight of justice aud
uality. Let me whisper that Homer inruetedthat, " Division between those of the
me party exposes them entirely to their
cmies." The tnore you agree together, the
is hurt can your enemies do you.
In dosing, if there be any one who can
ove in what manner your letter does injury,
shall be glad to hear from that person, othorsewe will count it all to spite and prejudice.

D. A. S.

Letter from Vancouver Island.

Victoria, Dee. 22, 1S71.
i the Editor of the New National Era :
DkarSir: On the 14th of November last,
'illiam Hedges, a native of Baltimore, d;ed
my house. He made a wdl, and left all

s property to his wife, Kllen Hedges, and his
e children. He often said to me that they
I resided in the city of Baltimore. Mr.
edges had been living in Seattle, \V. T.,
r the last six or eight years, where he had
o reputation of being very well to do. I
>uld be most happy to give the family all
e information in my power.
By giving the above a place in the New
ationaj. Era, you will confer :i favor on
>ur old friend,

I'kter Lester.

Judge Orr and (lie Ku-Iilii\.
Hon. Jiis. L. Orr, of South Carolina, who
ill be remembered as formerly a Democrat, a
ominent member of Congress from that State,
id Speaker of the llonse of Representatives,
now Judge. In a charge to tlie Grand .<uiy
Pickens county, delivered a fortnight ago,

i made use of the following language : "llow
er men may differ in their opinions as to the
isdoin and justice of the course pursued by
e Federal Government in suspending the
rit of habeas corpus in several of the counties
this State.and it is due to frankness that. I

lOuld as an individual say it was, in my judgcnt,a necessity.it is very certain that the
lunties that frowned down all unlawful coronations,the counties that have protected
irson and property by law. the counties
here peace, quiet, and pood Toiler have preiiled,nave been exempted from the stern prosionsof the President's proclamation susindingthe habeas rorjais. Persist in the
sal conduct that has marked your history for
ree years past, and ho assured the privileges
habeas coipus will never be denied to tho
un.y of Pickens."

Emigration ok Colored Proi-ms..The coledpeople in Madison and Macoupin eotinbs,Illinois, have, it is reported, made cxteuvepreparations for emigrating to the States
irdering upon the Lower Mississippi and
ulf of Mexico. These emiirrants are thriftv.
dustrious, free-born Africans, and are farms,mechanics, and laborers. They are going
ith their families to the South, intending t.>
ake that region their home. This movement
lS not been undertaken without due delibcru>nand examination, as some of the most
telligcnt and trustworthy of the colored
ople were sent down South for the express
irpose of ascertaining the exact condition of
Fairs, and the inducements to emigration,
icse pioneers settled in the propos. j locali

sand went to work at their trades, thus
ring the experiment a fair practical trial.

A Brave Kditor..Persons who have heard
the nine hundred whippings which took

ice in .Spartanburg eounty, South Carolina,
thin the last e'gnteen months, would not
tagine that a Republican editor would be
;ely to start business in that locality; neverulessDr. J avan Bryan, whom the Columbia
nion designates as a" fearless defender of
e right," has begun the publication of a Reiblioannewspaper iu the village of Spartanirg,and gives to his paper the appropriate
une of The Carolina Sew Era. It is to be
iped that before the United States Circuit
)urt now in session at Columbia adjourns
eh punishment will have been meted out to
e ku-Klux as will make possible the publitionof a Republican newspaper in every
11age in South Carolina. In tne meantime
r. Bryan and the Carolina Sew Em have our
st wishes..Volt. American.


